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* In addition to the common leornings required of al! students, girls would be required to take @ years 
course in home making A girl might, for example, choose to substitute let year home making for the 
mathemotics or speech shown for let year, in order to meet this requirement 

2 Some of these ‘electives’ would be “required” for cdmiussien to certain colleges The errangement 
of the electives in thie potiern is somewhat arbitrary for example, o student might with to substitute Art 
or Music for some of the elective courses listed 

Required in grades shown 

Required, by! not necessarily in grades shown 
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_* This is a Trades Course as offered in Mesa and approved under the State Plan for Federal support. 
Minimum amount of time required is 3 periods per day. Two-year course might be taken in other years than 
those shown 


2 No attempt has been made to list particular elective subjects. Obviously, as in the case of the 
College Preparatory curriculum, but with greater freedom, the electives may be chosen from various 
fields including English, Science, Art and Music, in terms of individual needs and aptitudes of the student. 
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* Students are not required to take a 4-year course. They may take a 2, 3 or 4-year agriculture course. For 
example, a student may substitute a yeor or two of science or mathematics or English for a year or two o 
agriculture 





HOME MAKING 
4 Years 
Common Learnings Required of All Students Required Electives 
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* First year home making must be taken in grade 9. Three additional years of home making are required. 
However, the exact semester or year when these additional courses must be taken is not specified so long 
as the necessary sequence is maintained 
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1 Required in grades shown 

2 Required, but not necessas 1 oie te shown. 

3 Required of all stud #s ography but not necessarily in grades shown. 

* One year of Ho & « .2 required of ali girls in the school but not necessarily in grades shown, 


patterns from their high schools, or 
those which they think should be given 
wider consideration, including in each 
case four years of social science. In sub- 
mitting your patterns, please be careful 
to put them in a form similar to the 
one used in this article, in order to sim- 
plify comparison and discussion. 

The patterns shown in this article 
have been prepared on the basis of 30 
periods per week of classroom work 
for the students. The periods in Mesa 
are 55 minutes in length, net. Any stu- 
dent in Mesa who maintains a grade 
average of at least “C” is permitted to 
carry subjects requiring six class periods 
per day. The number of elective courses 
would have to be reduced by one for 
any student who is not permitted to 
carry more than five subjects including 
health and physica! education. 


Genius of Our Way 


May I digress for a moment from 
this rather technical discussion to say a 
word relating its implications to the 
broader meaning of life in a democratic 
society. As we exchange views we ex- 
emplify some of the blessings and ad- 
vantages of our American freedom. No 
one, thank God, is in a position to tell 
people throughout this country how 
much of anything shall be taught in 
our schools or how to teach. We con- 
fidently expect to extend and improve 
human freedom by deliberately organ- 
izing ever-better means of facilitating 
the free exchange of opinion, within the 
limits of decency and the common good. 
With respect to the particular problem 
I am discussing in this article, we all 
know that there are many good arrange- 
ments. What has been freely designed 
in Mesa, Arizona, and in other school 
systems, doubtless will be stimulating 
and helpful to others who, in turn, may 
utilize available facilities for comment 
and criticism and for making their own 
unique contributions. 

What thrills me always is the fact 
that, together with many millions of 
freedom-loving Americans, I am_per- 
mitted to share in the freely expressed 
ingenuity of countless numbers of others. 
Thus, through the unobstructed ebb 
and flow of ideas, and for the benefit 
of all, one of the most fundamental 
tenets of democracy is given practical 
expression and full play, namely, the 
essential worth of each individual hu- 
man being. 


Basic Policies in Mesa, Arizona 


A genera! policy of the Mesa High 
School requires all students to take: 
four years of social science, three years 
of English, three years of health and 
physical education, one year of mathe- 
matics, one year of laboratory science 
(one year of home making for girls- 
first vear). 





